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Continuing in Module 1 
Becoming a Close Reader and Writing to Learn: 

My Librarian is a Camel - How Books are 
brought to Children Around the World 

 Unit 1:  Seeking the Power of Reading 
 

 Unit 2:  Building the Power of Reading 
 

 Unit 3:  Librarians around the World 

 

In Unit 1, students explored the question: “Why do people seek 

the power of reading?” Through the study of literature, 

literary nonfiction, and informational articles from around the 

world, and in their own backyards, students began to realize 

the extraordinary lengths to which some people go in order to 

access the power and privilege of reading. Students learned 

about and practiced how to read closely, a very important skill 

when needing to read challenging, complex text. They also 

learned how to answer text-dependent questions using 

evidence from the text. Another focus area involved learning 

how to be an effective communicator in conversation with 

peers, by discussing the texts they read. The mid-unit 

assessment dealt with students’ ability to collaborate and 

engage in conversation with peers. Students began to build 

their skill with writing an informative paragraph using a 

simple structure to help them understand how to develop a 

topic with facts, definitions, and details. For the end of unit 

assessment, students had to demonstrate their ability to 

organize and record notes and answer text-dependent 

questions after reading about a “reading superhero.” 

 

Unit 2 Vocabulary 
gist, excerpt, stumbled, 
longed, abuzz, elegant, 
brilliant, bounded, 
cupboard, evidence, 
stumbled, juicy (as in rich 
or vivid word choice); 
periphery, rucksack, dusk, 
slumber, tremulously, 
identify, predictions, 
connections, proficient, 
demonstrate, stamina, 
interests, share, self-
assess, evaluate, atlas, 
fierce, fussy, digest, 
properly, accident, 
independent, 
independently, record, 
reflect, identify, data, 
sort, strengths, feedback 
challenges, goals, skills, 
practice, excerpt, read-
aloud, fluent, fluency, 
phrasing, rate, text, 
expression, punctuation, 
criteria, practice, 
interests, improve 
 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 
 
 

In this second unit, students will explore their own “powers of reading” the things 

they do as readers that help them access text. In the first half of the unit, 

students will explore fictional accounts of people who worked hard to build their 

reading powers. They will read books like Thank You, Mr. Falker, The Boy Who 

Loved Words, and Waiting for the Biblioburro. Students will then refer to the 

characters in these books as role models of sorts, as they begin to assess their 

own reading abilities and “superpowers.”  

 

 

 Launching Unit 2: Building the Power of Reading 

 

Guiding Questions of this Module… 
• What is the power of education and reading?  

• How does where people live in the world affect how they access reading and books? 

People across the world and throughout time have sought the power of reading to provide opportunities to themselves 

and other.  

Powerful readers have and continue to develop a variety of skills as readers. 

Readers can learn about different places and people through a variety of texts. 

Students will use information about their 
individual strengths and needs as readers 
to set goals for the development of their 

reading powers, and will write a text-
based informational paragraph about 

their reading goals. In the second half of 
the unit, students will focus on one 

specific “reading power”: fluency. They 
will learn about the importance of 
fluency, set fluency goals, practice 

fluency, and demonstrate their fluent 
reading in the end of unit assessment. 
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